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DETAILED ACTION 

, . This Action is in response to the communication received on 08 July 2002. 
2. Claims 88-103 are presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 
3 Appncanfs arguments and amendments .ed on .6 November 2001 have been 
c^^sidered. but they are not deemed fully persuasive. Applicants arguments are 
deemed moot In ^e. of the folloving new ground(s) of rejection as explained here 
helow necessitated by Applicant's substantial amendment (i.e., a processor for issuing 
a request to said plurality of shared me™^ devices ^gMSSLia^^ 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ a memory request processing section for processing sa,d 
request Ma^fidto said plurality of shared n^mory de.ces, wherein said memory 
request processing section processes said request to the shared memory device 
connected to said co^uter £MMlia»SS!.^£SSI^^ 
....... ..n.r..„csa^ comm. and sends said request ,o another computer (a 

.cce^shared n^mory device connected to said another computer tMim! 
,_^^^^^^,^,,,s,MMsm^ "^"'T-^' -^-'^-^ -"""^-'^^ tosMsnsm^mMA to 
the claims which significantly affected the scope thereof. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

. .. (.>Eiicr i03(al which forms the basis for all 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.U. luaiaj wiu^ 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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,3, A pa.en. ™v no. ba '^'^^^^^^^^^^ S^eTrKSX 
or described as set forth in section 102 of mis me ^ ^^^^^ 

subject matter sought to be P^'^^'f^fous at the Sn4 the invention was made 
Uer as a whole •'^'f^.^^^trrt o wh^ s^d subject matter pertains. 

made. 

S caims 88-103 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

e AS ,0 Claim 88, AKizawa discloses in a computer system having a ^urality of 
computers connectedtoeach other ,Fig.1,100,110, 120, 130,andapluralitv Of Shared 

memorvdevices(Bg.1.r00,710, 720, 730), each of saidpluralityof Shared memo. 

devlcesbeingcoupledtooneof said Plurality Of computers, each Of said Plurality Of 

computers comprising: 

aprocessor for issulngareduestto said plurality Of Shared memory devicesfor 

requesting accesstooneof said Shared n.™ryde.ces(issuinga«eaccessrec,ues. 

.othe^leaccesscontrol means of itsownfileserverwhen the selected .eserverisits 

own server, (col. 3, lines 1-26) ...a ffle storage device idenUfying program 603 for 

delivering inforn^tion on the file storage de.ce to the file storage de.ce access 
programe04whenaccessls™detothe.es.oragemeans700forwhichitsown 

processor 101 ta.es charge of access contr., col. 5, lines 4-35); However, AKIzawa 
doesno.exp,lcit,ydis.osesa«reduestprocesslngsectionforprocessingsaid 

.e.uest processing sec«on processes said redues. to the shared memorv device 
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aevice conneoteC .o said co.pu.er, and sends said repues. .0 another computer .0 
access .he shared memory device connected ,0 said another cor.pu.er i, said request 
.epuests access .0 the shared memory device connected .0 said another computer. 
Thus .he artisan would have been motivated .0 looR to the related networking art for 
potensal sys.em for i^len.n.ing .he processing of .he access re,ues.s .0 .he shared 
memory devices conneded .0 the computers. 

,n the same field of endeavor, Choquier, related System For On*e Service In 
Which Gateway Co^u.er Uses Service Map Which includes Loading Condition Of 
servers Broadcasted By Application Servers For Load Balandng, disposes the 
Gateway computers idenWy the applications servers in the service groups and 
deter^ne the loads of the application servers by accessing a locally-stored service 
™p The service n«p contains Information about every applications server of the 
system (Choculer, coi. 1. lines 40-67; cd. 2, lines 14-67; c^. 3, lines 1-52) and a 
transport pro.ocd that handles client-Gateway communications over the Local Area 
Ne.work muLipiexes clien.-server n^ssage s.rean« .0 permi. end users to access 
™l,iple services simultaneously... Allocation of application servers to service groups 
can be performed sen^-auto^ticaliy by a system operator who monitors service loads 
from a system console, or auton^ticaliy using a load n:K>nitoring program that compares 
service loads .0 predetern^ned thresholds (Choquler, col. 3, lines 9-52) and the 
Gateways 1 26 could be programmed to pass each "open- request to one of the 

the load balandng method and (if necessary, reroute the request (Choquier, col. 15, 
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,,esSVS.anaa,,se.ceOas,o.al,on*ese.oes.esto.e.o„.e.a.a,.o, 
le„e..Oon.svs.e.so.a.an.e.ceca„.ea— .a*.eaona^^ 

server 120 at any time (Choquier, col. 17. lines 1-37). 

.cco...v,-ou,a.ave.eeno..o.s.ooneo,o.n3.s.nn.ene.^^^^ 

3.aU.«.e.elnven.lon.a.e.o.ave.co.o.a.eaC.o..e.s.eac«n.son^^^^ 
,3,3.n..o.eapp.ca„onse™.s,op.ocess.eaccess..ues.,o.^ 

..ces on ap.ca.on se.e. . .e ..e. M. . .es as-S. w. .ea.. 
o,....a,...ep.poseo,.a,an.n..e,oaason.eapp.caV,onse™e.,no..^^^^ 

3.0— ee«-usa.e,e.e,so,spec.oon.nese.ces«^^ 
,,es40.e3,X.o,.era,sosu..es.s.aU.e.anspo...«a,,ows.eeodu 

.osi™l.aneous,y access ™,Up,eon*eserversanasen.ceapp,ica«ons.o.e 

.p,3.ea..out.^o..v.a.n..ese.ceso«ne,C.o.ie.c^^ 

...„a a,so su.«es.s .au.e presenUnven„on p..a-,n. a .e access con.o, ..^^^^^ 

3naa..U.ereo,capa«eo,p.ven«n««enera.icno,a.o«,enec.auetoconcen.a.,on 

o,access.oaspec.c.esen,.ana,owe.n.on.e — a«enaanu.e.up^^ 
evenw.enap,u*o,a-,en.co^.e.n..eaccess.o.esa.ed.ec.o.o.„e,na 

„e.o*w.e,eap,u*of«esen,e.arecon„ec.ea:npa.M..s.a.n.a.e 

AS ,0 Cai. 89, Mizawa-Cho,uier disdoses wherein said ™ recues. 
processing section further comprises: 
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3 ^^ry ,or stonng s.rucU.ra, deflnition infonnaUon which deschbes a structure 
otsa.co.pu.ersvs.e.(~,B0.3,ho.5t0,Bea«nhutetah,e,Loaaa«.ute 

table); and 

a request iudgihg section for iudgihg which shared n^mory device is requested 
,y said request according to said structural de^nition infor^tion (Mizawa, Fig. 3, box 
603)). 

8 AS to dain, 90. Mizawa-Choquier disdoses wherein said memory request 
processing section further comprises: a request acceptance sec«on tor checking 

Which access is requested according to said structure def,ni.ion infom^tion, wherein 
said structure definition information indudes a password to ailow access to said shared 
.emorv device to which access is requested (Choquier discloses that duhng a typica, 
session a dient wii, maintain a communication ,in. with a Singie Gateway 126, but may 
accessmul.ipieservices(andthuscommunicatewithmu,tipieservers120,...eachtime 

a,ocal,y-s.oredser.cen.pt36 to seiec,aserver120 that is aiiocated to the particular 
service, and then establishes a service instance channel with the selected sen,er 120.. , 
(Choquier, col. 7, lines 64-67; col. 8, lines 1-63). 

S AS to daim 91 , AKIzawa-Choquier disdoses wherein said structural deflnition 
information indudes information indica«ng a correspondence between each of sa,d 
plurality of shared n.«>ry devices and a plurality of identifiers (AKizawa, Figs. 5, 6). 
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<Fig. 14, box 301 re^.e f„e access proces^ng program, co,. 3, 
ri,.S3.S.,3e,..e3.aves«ar— sasc.n.3S^^^^ 

therefore they are rejected under the same rationale. 
: cj3S..ha.s-,^^^^ 

i:.orcontro,,:ngaccesstothep.*o,sharedd.sto.eaccessedas,nt. 

system of Claim 1 above. ^^^^ ^^^^ 

The Exa^ner takes Official Notice (see MPEP 2144.03) 

,.„„a.to*eacomputer.readab,en.mo.con.ainingcomp.erre.^ 

Lonsforthesto.ngandexec.tionof.hen.thoda^^ 
,^,„_iproced.esforcon,ro„ingaccesstotheshareddisKsconnectedtothe 

conputers (i.e., floppy disks, CD-ROM, hard disK, etc.,. 

Tnerefore,itwould have been obvioustooneof ordinary s«,ntheda a 

lter:eadab,en.™.containingcomp.terreadab,einstr.ctionstos^a. 
:l,,,„„ofcon,ro„ingaccesstotheshareddisksconnectedtothe 



Page 8 

Application/Control Number: 09/311.952 
Art Unit: 2142 

computer .0 execute special purpose fur,c«ons was routir,e In the art. 

U. calms 101.103 are subs.ar,.la„y the same as daims 89, 91-92 and are thus 

rejected for the reason similar to those In rejection claims 89, 91-92. 

Response to Arguments 
, 5. Applicant's arguments Include the failure of the previously applied ar, .0 

expressly discloses 

.^..^.aaMssregu^^ 
,,,,,,^h,aM»^ ,col. 3, lines 1-26) ...aflle storage 

device Identlf^ng program 603 for d.lve.ng Infor^tlon on the .e storage de.ce to 

^ans 700 for *ch Its own processor 101 taKes charge of access control (col. 5, lines 
4-35)- as well as the present Invention of Applicant having "a processor for im 

^^^^^^^^^^^^ isee Applicant's response, Paper 6, page 1 0, 4« paragraph,: 
and 

•Gateway computers icjsnffiy the applications severs in the service groups and 
the loads Of the application servers by accessing a locally-stored service 
™p The service map contains infom^ation about every applications sender of the 
system (Choguier, col. 1, lines 40-67; cd. 2, lines 14-67; col. 3, lines 1-62) ... a 
transport protect that » client-Gateway communications over the Local Area 
NetworK multiplexes cllent-server message strean:^ .0 pern™, end users to access 
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™,«p,e serV^ces s-aneous, v... — . app«ca«on serve, .o se.lce .oups 
.„.epe.or.ease— ica,,v.vasvs.e.ope..o.w.o™n.o.se.^^ 
,o.as,s.e.conso,e,o.au— uslnga,oaa™ni.o.n«pro,r3..a.co.pa.s 

ser^ce loads .0 predetermined U,resho,ds(Cho,uler,c..3, lines 9.52,^.he 

Gateways 126 could be programmed M-£»Sayei! .0 one of me 
application serversiao*ln.eser.cegroup,and.ere.plen. server could ap.v 

,.es51.e4raswel,astnepresen.lnventlono,Appllcan,naving"a.emorvre.uest 
p,ocesslngsectlonforp««^'— 

..uestsac^sstotne snared memorvdevlceconnectedto said computer,^ 
,,^^ano.nercomputer,oaccesstne.s.aredmemorvdevlceconnectedto 

33,danotnercomputeritsaldre.estre.estsaccesstot.esnared«devl. 

♦or " r ADDlicant's response, Paper 6, page 10, d 
connected to said another computer. [ see Applicant 

paragraph]. 

„ .,s evident from the detailed mappings found In the above reiect,on that 

.KIzawa.Choauler,clea.vdls.ose.nisfunctlonalltv.^ 
,eacnings(pre.ouslvandcurren„vcl,ed,tnattbeprovlslonforlssulngre.uestfor 

accessing to the snared memory devices widely Implemented. Thus, Applicant s 
3.gumentsdrawn.oward distinction Of tne .aimed invention and.nep.ora.teacn,ngs 

on this point are not persuasive. 
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Conclusion 

..0.,ce3C.on. Accoc«,v, TH.S ACTION .S ^OB HNAL. SeeMPEP 

•n^oH nf the extension of time policy as set forth in 3^ 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extensio 

CFR 1.136(a). . 

.ONTHS.on,.he™i,in.aa.eo,«,lsao«on.ln.heeven.ar,.Uep,vis.eaw,.h,n 
TWO MONTHS Of .exiling date oHhlsWaCon ana .he advisoryaCionls no. 
™„ed un.i, after .e end CHe THREE-MONTH shonened s..u.orv pe.ca, ..en .he 
s.or.eneds..u.o.pe.cdwn,exp,reon,heda.e.headV,son,ac«on-,sn.aed,andanv 
ex.en.cn,eepu.uan,.o37CPR1.13B(a)v.liheca,cu,a.ed,ron,.hen.inngda.eo 
.ead.so.ac.lcn.,nnoeven.,howev.,w„Uhes.a.o.o.pe.od.or.pWexpire,a.er 

man SIX MONTHS from .he da.e of this final aCion. 

Any inquiry concerning *is con,n«nica.ion or earlier con,n,unica«ons from .he 
e.a.ner Should be direc.ed,0HaiV.Nguyen Whose .elephonenumher is 703-306- 

0276 The exan^ner can normally be reached on 7:00-3:30 Mon-Fn. 

■„3..emp.s.o reach .he — by .elephoneare unsuccessful, .he examiners 

u w on 70-^ -^05-4815 The fax phone numbers 
super^sor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on 703-305 

.or.heorgani..ionwhere,hlsappiica«onorproceedinglsassignedarer03.746.7239. 
Anylnguiryofageneral nature or re,a.ing.o.es..us Of .hisapplica.ion.proceed,ng 

Should be dlreced .o .he recep«onis. whose .elephone number is 703-305-3230. 
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Any response to this final action should be mailed to: 
BoxAF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20131 
or faxed to: 

(703) 746-7239, (for formal communications; please mark 
"EXPEDITE PROCEDURE"). 



or: 



(703) 746-7240 (for informal or draft communications, please 
label "PROPOSED " or "DRAFT"). 



Or: 



(703) 746-7238 (for After Final communications). 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 21 21 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



KENNETH R. COULTER 
1IMARY E;^MffllBR 




Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 



